
Blackfoot River Restoration

Community Conservation in the Blackfoot Valley



Blackfoot River Restoration Team
Public Private

Montana Fish, Wildlife  and Parks *Cooperating Private Landowners
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Big Blackfoot Chapter of TU
North Powell Conservation District Blackfoot Challenge 
Dept. of Natural Resource Conservation Chutney Foundation 
Natural Resource Conservation Service Northwestern Energy 
U.S. Forest Service Anonymous Donors
Bureau of Reclamation Nature Conservancy
Bureau of Land Management Montana Land Reliance
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Five Valleys Land Trust
University of Montana Plum Creek Timber Company
Blackfoot Schools Wildland Hydrology – D. Rosgen
Lubrecht Experimental Forest Trixi’s Saloon



The Blackfoot River Watershed



Mountains and moraine
of the Blackfoot River Valley



Private lands provide critical habitat 
for fish and wildlife

Imperiled native fish



FWP’s Primary Role: 
Relate fisheries to their environments…

Fish Population survey sites 1989-2005



Mining pollution Disruption of migration corridors

Adverse habitat alterations Over-harvest of native fish

…cultural landscape



Riparian grazing/feedlots-59 Road Crossings-43

Channel Alterations-41 Irrigation impacts-38

Road Crossings-43

Fisheries impairment on 90 of 102 streams



Poor land managementPoor land management

Proper land managementProper land management



Downstream influences of agricultural runoffBlackfoot River below Nevada Creek



River population assessments
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Movements of Blackfoot River Natives



Bull trout losses to irrigation ditches



Spawning migrations and irrigation diversions…

Ditch diversions

Corridors

Spawning sites

X
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High priority

Moderate priority

Low priority

Blackfoot River Restoration Priorities 



Nevada Spring Creek Restoration
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WSCT (fish>6.0”) densities in the Blackfoot River 
1989-2006
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The Role of Trout Unlimited



Big Blackfoot Chapter



1975 dam burst in 
the headwaters



100,000 tons of toxic metal-laden tailings 
from Mike Horse Mine into Blackfoot



“…one of 10 most 
endangered rivers 
on the continent.”











BBCTU Mission:
“To restore and preserve the cold-water fishery 

of the Blackfoot River and its tributaries.”



Restoration Strategy

• Protect WSCT and bull trout 
populations

• Work with private landowners to 
restore habitat in the impaired 
tributary streams



TRUST









Protection



Management



RestorationRestoration



RestorationRestoration



Youth Education



BBCTU Project Checklist
ü Project Proposal presented to board
ü Landowner Agreement, with signature
ü Funding Sources Secured
ü Conceptual design & Final Design
ü Permits secured (310, 124, 410, 318…)
ü Bids and bid tabulations
ü Contract with contractor and consultant 

completed
ü Downstream landowners contacted before 

restoration begins
ü Project progress updates distrubuted as required
ü Project completion report written



90,000 acres
29% of all Private land

Conservation 
Easements



Stream Restoration Partnership

• Over 400 individual projects since 
1990

• Projects with over 200 individual 
landowners

• Over $6 million generated and spent 
on habitat restoration



Accomplishments 
with Partners

• 350,000 acres under noxious weed 
mgt.

• 36 miles of in-stream restoration
• 51 miles of riparian restoration
• 2,100 acres of wetlands restored



Accomplishments 
with Partners

• 300 miles of fish passage barriers 
removed

• 2,300 acres of native grasslands 
restored

• Grazing systems on 35,000 acres



BBCTU Funding Sources
• Private donors 
• Blackfoot Challege (EPA and DEQ)
• USFWS
• Future Fisheries
• Chutney Foundation
• NRCS
• National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
• Fish of America
• DNRC
• Forest Service



NPCD



“Ridge-top to Ridge-top”





Keeping Ranching viable is key!


